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Views 2 – with Todd Woofenden

Major Differences from the old Views:

1. Multiple page/block/other presentations in one “view.”

2. A lot more functionality and more flexibility. 

3. An immature UI that still needs work.

What are Views?

A view is a set of filters, sorts, and display settings. You use a view to fetch a bunch of site content and display it in some way, such as on a page, in a block, in a calendar, etc. 

Examples:

1. A list of all the comments posted on the site in the past week.

2. A list of all upcoming events in date order.

3. A set of images shown as thumbnails, that you can click to see a large version.

Some General Tips: (which will probably all change next week...)

1. “Defaults” apply to all the page/block displays in the view, unless individual elements are “overridden.”  

a. When you click “save” to save changes, the view UI reverts to the default display instead of keeping you in the display you were working on.

b. When you change some display setting in some display, if you don’t click “override” you will change the default setting and not just the setting for that display.

c. Sometimes a default setting mysteriously doesn’t apply to all the displays.

2. “Save” is tricky. The intended behavior is that you enter each step, then save the view to commit the changes.

a. Sometimes if you DON’T click “save” to commit, it saves, anyway. 

b. Sometimes if you forget to click “save” it doesn’t save. 

3. Don’t always trust the preview at the bottom of the view UI page. Sometimes it’s wrong.

4. When a view doesn’t seem to work, you can try dumping the view cache, but that never works. It’s always something wrong in your view settings.

5. When you create a block display, give it a name in the Admin field. This names the block uniquely, so you can find it in administer >> blocks. Otherwise you get multiple blocks named the same thing.
