TechMaine Drupal User Group

February, 2009 Meeting Notes: Zen Theme: Installation and Configuration

Why Use the Zen Theme?

· Designed to be standards-compliant

· Designed to allow multiple sub-themes

· Instead of modifying the core theme files, you create a sub-theme and modify that.

What’s Required?

· CSS work, to develop the theme’s look and feel.

· A little bit of PHP if you want to add/change the available layout segments.

Installation

(1)
Download the ZEN theme from drupal.org/project/zen

(2) 
Upload it to this folder: sites >> all >> themes 

(3)
Create your sub-theme. Instructions in the readme file.

(4)
Upload the sub-theme to sites >> all >> themes (next to Zen, not inside Zen).

(5)
Turn the sub-theme on in administer >> themes.

Customization: Using CSS to develop the theme

· Standard style sheets most used are [subtheme-name].css and layout.css.

· subtheme-name.css is intended for non-layout styles, like fonts, font sizes. etc.

· layout.css is intended for layout styles, like column widths, etc.

· You can over-ride other standard Zen style sheets

· Copy the style sheet from the main Zen theme folder into your sub-theme folder.

· Edit the .info file in your sub-theme to include the new style sheet.

· Your entry will look like this, without the leading “;” character: stylesheets[all][]  = wireframes.css
· In administer >> themes >> configure >> subtheme-name, rebuild the theme registry.

· Sometimes I turn the theme off then on again, also, to force the new style sheet to load. 

· You can add your own new style sheets

· Upload your new style sheet to your sub-theme folder.

· Reference it in the .info file.

· Rebuild the theme registry and/or turn the theme on/off.

Customization: Adding new page layout regions

· This requires some PHP skills, and CSS skills

· In general: 

· You add a list of new region names to the subtheme-name.info file, to make new options that you can select when applying blocks of content.

· Your new entry will look like this: regions[my_column] = my column
· You add PHP code to the page.tpl.php file in the subtheme folder, to load the content for the new regions.

· Your code will look something like this:

<div id="my-column">

<?php print $my_column; ?>

            


</div>
