TechMaine DRUPAL User Group Meeting, 04-07-09

Calendars and Events – with Todd Woofenden

The Old Way:

· Event module: Nice, out-of-the-box calendar with decent displays. 

· Works just fine as a free-standing calendar of events tool.

· Uses a special Event  content type (non-CCK) created by the module.

· Limited customization options.

The New Way: CCK content type and Views with Calendar layout. Modules:

CCK, Views, Calendar, Date (and Date API which is bundled with Date)

Basic Events Calendar Setup:
· Upload and turn on the modules

· Create an Events content type. 

· Turn off comments, set workflow, etc.

· Re-label Title and Body, if you want.

· Turn off the post information data in themes >> Configure, if you want.

· Add a Date field.

· Add a couple of events, so you have some test data.

· Enable the Calendar view (administer >> views)

· At this point, all the events will be in the wrong place on the calendar, because you haven’t set your new Date field to be the field used for the calendar. So:

· Clone the calendar view, so you have the original in case you need to start over.

· Disable the default one, so you don’t get confused about which one you’re working on.

· Change the Argument from the default one (posted-on date) to your new Date field.

· Edit the existing argument and choose your event date field.

· Add your new event type to the Filters in the view.

· Add your new date field to the sort.

· Add/change fields to display.

Cool Optional Features: (well, maybe)

· Repeat Events (just allow multiple values of the date field in the content type).

· Calendar Pop-Up: Javascript popup instead of loading a page, when someone clicks on an event.

· Date Pop-Up: (selected in content type basic setting) Widget for selecting dates

What Else Can You Do?

· RSS feeds: Make an RSS view of event nodes.

· Node view, Feed display.

· Import events from another Drupal site:

· In the originating site, set up a view of events

· Make a Feed display, with whatever filters you need.

· In the destination site, set up Feed Aggregator to import the feed.

· Then create a view to display the feed. 

· Another Method: Use Feed API/custom content type to import the events to the target site.

· Make a content type to import the events from the RSS into.

· Use Feed API/Feed Element Mapper to set up an import from the iCal feed.

· Then set up the calendar view to show this content.

· Formative: need some field mappers to import the date fields. (Patched module works)

